"THE TWO LAST 


"SPEECHES 


O-/P 250m 
THOMAS ITEN TWORTH | 
LATE EARLE OF n- | 
STRAFFORD. A 
F 3 


AND DEPUTY OF 
IRELAND - 


The one in the Tower, the 
| other on the Scaffold on Towery 
hill, May 12. 164.1. 


OO VS. 5” OR eo er 


—— 


Tz 


v.- 


” © ay 
3 C3 & 
| 3 . P = 
"f 4 
4 
F 
. * 


i & oh ow: 
Pi "Y bh. 5 
A ALL? MAS 


FROM THE LIBRARY 


1 —-. +« Of F.L. ay: 


\{ 3 JUREL 1016 


TO YT.1qz7c 
4 \ Z 4&4 4 & 
-v v 
go_—=_ 4 
- - as 
7 4 ' I 
% joy . - d. 
« - F 
-- % - 
d ® ( : 
=, bo va 
/ % 
- - 
«© #, 4 
: Fs 4 
» 


AW. 


L ! 248 i I» not d.] 
c of > tes 2 | } 

MCA! "4; #/ by A - #® 4 A ; N 
—— 1 01990 


£7 NNEY "Net WE Xiedy road 37 of 1 ot | 


MLB oF STR.ASFORDS 


SPEECH” 


C3 the Tower to the Lords, be ka. 
 forchoment to exccution,. 


PRIODET CARTS COTE 
x & | are-naW Come: to convey me wa 


Lin the = 

avoyded,'ir, ge 
| hr a ad 

taathed hr - novto —_ T 


Law ef Nani — Cys St mal 
If andtroudles, a y 
{6 path ro beſetneſe. Anders RE gh 
Not 
. ſeveral} wayesuntoit-: I 


HnN9Dn 


_ 


<4 way 


by the Lawand Sl ene 
pers fmryr ns 


ment any es 
ouſly pemgp 


3: 


iledge for dom. "And moreover, | 
= Cicers, Thax the Es 5 
_ C 22.5% 7oLd 39 al; ft: 4, 


Az 


SB, (2) 
Let exberiache favour of kisPrivee, the 


ſore God,ls they are Gods beter we rig q 
n encein this 


forhis j happy as for his = 
neff rm For. the that Princes are in 
above acher, the more they ought;in vertve roexcell ocher ; 
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effcnded, am ſentenced, and muſt now ſuffer death. 

And for my too much confidence in my ſ wiſdom, 
andk , therein have beenerhe- moſt deceived : For 
hee that is wiſe to hiraſelfe, and knowes by- others faults 
wo corre&kis;own offences, to hetruly wiſe is to be Secacta- 
ries to our {clyes ; for it is meere follyto reveale and intimate 
choughts to rangers : :- wiſdome is-the moſt precious Gem 
with which the mind caw be adorned, nd learning the moſt 
famous thing for which a man ought tobe clitemad , and 
erue wiſedome teacheth us to doe well, as to ſpeake well : im 
rhefirft Thave failed, for be wiſninueof toes 6 feobftueſe 
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fs) 
ke that doth fo ſhall efteeme of himfelfe bur little, for bee 
conſfidereth from whence he came, and whereto he muſt, he 
regardech not the vaine pleaſures of this life, he exalcerh 


God, and firives to live in his feare; bur be that knoweth 


not himſe)fe, is wilfull in bis own wayes, unprofitablein his 
life, unforrunate in his death, and ſo am I. But the reaſon 
why T ſought to attaine unto-it was this : I have read that he 
that knoweth not that which he ought to know, is a Bruir 
beaft amongſt men+ hee that knoweth more than hee oughe 
to know, ia man amongſt beaſts : but heethat knoweth all 
that may be knowne,is a God among men, Tothis I muck 
afpired;in this I much failed; anir of vanitieralis but vanity, 

Ihave heard thepeople clamour and cry out, ſaying, T har 
through my occaſion the times are bad , I wiſh that when I 
am dead they may prove better : moſt true it is, that there is 
at this cime a great ſtorme impending ( God in his mercy 
avert it.) Andince it is my particular lot, like /onab, tobe 
eaſt into the ſea, I ſhall chinke my life well ſpent,to appeaſe 
Gods wrath, and fatisfie the peoples malice. 

- © whiat is cloquence more than aire ? faſhioned with-an 
articulate and diftinCt ſound, when it is a ſpeciall vertue to 
mm little and -well, and filence is oft the beſt oratory ; for 

in their dumbnefle may bee accounted wiſe ; 1t hath 
power to make a good matter ſeeme bad, and a badcauſe a 
peare good : but mine was to me unprofitable, and like 
C ypreſſe trees, which are great and call, bur alcogetber with» 
out fruir, - | 
What is honour 7 but the firſt Rep todiſquietnefſe, and 
wer is ftil}waited on by envy. neither hatk it any privi= 
ſedge againſt infamy.lr is held co be the chic Fpart of honor, 
fora to joyne to his office and 5g 43" and affa- 
bilicy, commileration and pirie : for thereby. he draweth ta 
him with a kind of compulſion, the hearts obthe multitude: 
Bur that-was the leaft part of my ſtudy, which now makes 
me call to mind;that the oy the perſons are inauthority, 
the ſooner they are carchtin any delinquencie, and their 
fmalleſt crimes are firiven to be made capitall; the fmalleft 
fpoc ſeemes great.inthe fineſt linnen,, and the leaſt flaw is 
ſooneſt found intherichelt —_— But bigb ie tm 
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_ fimiing themſelves wounded, grieve not ſe; much ar 

| meine raniabie.corerdeiding and ſcof- 
fing of their enemy: bur. for, mi npartzthough I might 
tiave many. in ny; life, 1 bowel ade gong in my death;-, 
:i kmong other things which pollute and.cortamigaterhg 
mindes of great ſpiries, there is z0ne-more hainous \my 
bition; which/isſeldome unaccompanied: without Ayvarice ; 
Such, to poſleſie their ends, care not to violatethe Lowes of 
Religian:; and Reaſon, and:to-breake: the bonds of Me 
ty and Bquiry; with the neareſt ties of, Confanguinity an 
Amity ; of whichas 1 have beene guilty, ſo] crayc ar Gods 
handsforgiveneſſe. It is a Maxime in Philofophy,that am- 
birious men can neyer be good Counſglars to Princes ; the 


deſircof having/more is'commonto great Lardg, and, a.dey 


fireof Rule a greatcaulſc of their Ruinas +: (2 2 1; 

My Lords, I am now the hopeleſſe Preſident, , may 1 bee 
to you all an happy example : For ambition devoureth gold, 
and drinketh blood, and\climbeth ſo. bigh by other, men 
heads,that at thelengrh-inthe fall icbreakerh irs qwn neck: 
therefore wisbetter* todivein humblecancent, thanin lygh 
cate andtrouble: For more- precious js want wich / bones 
&y, than wealth with:infamy-: For what axe we but mcere 
vapouts; which ina ſerene Element aſcend high , and upon 
20 inftant,-like Smoak; vaniſh- into. tnocbing 4 as. like ſhi 
without Pilots oft up and down upon the Sees by contrar 
winds and rempefts. But the good hushantlmap thinks ber; 
ter of thoſe eares of Corne which bow downe, and gro 
crooked, than thoſe which are ſtraight and upright, becaulc 
heisaſfureditafinde more ſtore of graine ja;the pnethan, in 
the other, Fhis-all men know , yetof4his how feye mak 
uſe: The defect whereof muſt be now my pain: may tay ut: 
fering prove1o others profit, ol LN TTY 

'For what hath-now the favour of my Prince , the Hanis 
batiry with my! Peeres , the volubility of a rongue , the 
fire: geb of my memory, wy learning,: or know fo,m 
Honours or Ofhces, my power etency x My Ti * 
treafure ( all theſe the _— ifs bock of Nature 2nd 
Forrune). what have all: denkiced me.? Bleſſings I 26+ 
kno ledge;thoughby God betornedvpan wa. yet Avk 
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ages,and diſſipation of the people. Pharaoh kept the Chil- 
. am; #frael-irrbondage, and after having freed them, in 
thizgreat pride would have made themhis-prey ; but God 


averhem a.drieand miraculouspaſſage , and Pharaoh and 
-hjs boaſt a, watrie Sepulcher. Belſhazzar: foafted his Princes 
andProftizures, who drunke healths\ in the 'Veſſellsraken 
fromtbe.Tetuple, but the hand of God writ uponthe wall, 
ene, T ekg!,P baras,& that night before morning was both 
his Kingdome and life raken from him : Thus God lets 
| on a,great while in their ownedevices , but inthe 
enditprovestheir own-ruine anddefiruction, never ſuffe- 
riag them to effeRt their defired purpoſes; therefore let none 
— his power,glory in bis greatneſſe; or bee-too 
confident in bisriches : Theſe things were written for our 
InfiruRion, of. which the living may makeuſc , the dying 
cannot; but witand unftuicfull wiſdome arethenexrneigh- 
bours tofolly. tis __ 

. Therecan bee nogreater vanity. intheworld', thanto e- 
ſtceme the world, which regardeth no man ; nd. to make 
Uightaccount of God,whogreatly reſpeRerh all men; and 


there ad 


0 (6) 
there cat) bee to greater folly in man, than by much Travel 
to i:;creaſe his as, and pamper his body, and jr the inte- 
rim with vaine delights and pleaſures; to loſe his foitle. Tt is 
a great folly in any manroatrempta bad beginning, in hope 
fas oodending ; and to makethat toone, which 
was before common to all, is meere indiffretion.and the be- 
ginning of diſcord, which Ipofirively wiſh may end in this 
my puniſhment, 

O how (inall a proportion of earth will containe my bo- 
dy, whea my high minde could not be confined within the 
ſpacious ren Any of two Kingdomes! But my houre draw- 
ethon , and I conclude withthe Pfalmiſt , not ayming at 
any one manin particular, but ſpeaking for all-in generall : 
How long will you Tndges bee corrupted? how long will yee 
ceaſe to give true [ndgement ? &c. Bleſſed is the man that doth 
mot w ptgguyery bag? ry nor ftand in the 72 
of ſinuers,nor fit in the ſeat of the ſcornfull , therefore t 
7 Cog ſtand in the Indgenent , 2 oy nal the aſſembly 
of therighteons, fc, 
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About the houre of eleven aclock the aforeſaid Lord of 
Strafford was conveyed to theScaffold ouTower-Hill, where 
was a Court of Guard made by the feyerall Companies of 
Souldiers of the City of , and the Hamlers of the 
Tower oncach fide as he paſſed to the Scaffold :before mar- 
ched the Marſhalls men co make way,then the Sheriffes of 
Londons Officers with their Halberds; after them the Kings 
Guard, or warders of the Tower : Next came one of his 
Gentlemen, bare headed, in mourning Habit ; the Lord 
Strafford following him clad in black with divers 0- 
thers in the ſame habit, which were his attendance; then the 
Lord Sp eArmagh,and other good Divines;withthe 


Sheriffes of London,and divers honourable ; 
When he came tothe Scaffold, he there emed himkefe 
en.cach fide in full view to all people, and madethis ſhort 


ſpeech, with as much alacrity of Spirit,as a mertall man 
couldexpreſſe, viz. 48 | 
THE 


—————— 
ms. 


"THE 


EARLE 


STRAFFORDS 
| SYEECH 


ON THE SCAFFOLD 


before hee was beheaded op 
Tower-hill, the 12 of 
CAM), 1641. 


LONDON, 
Prigted Anno Domins 164% 


MARVARD BE LERARY 
MATHE Ei RY 
- vt F,&f GA 


_—_ L108 


by 
: 
l 
| 
: 
: 
\ 
| 


% <A aonmootowigass WAx © Gt 


< + 


"EARLE OF _ 


: On the Scaffold. 


Y Lord Primate of /re/and (and 
my Lords, and the reſt of theſe 
Gentlemen) ic is a vety great 
cotnfort to me}, to have your 
Lord{hipby me this day, in re- 
2 gard'I have becne knowne to 
you a long time; I ſhould be 
-very glad-ro obtaine- fo much 
*57 1.5 oO => filence; as to bre' heard a few 
words, bur I donbt 1 ſhall ner.» My Lord, I come hi- 
ther by:the good will and pleaſureof Almighty God, 
to pay that'laft debr F owe to ſinne,, which is death 7 
and by:the'blefſing ef tharGod ro riſe-aguine, through: 
the merirsof Chrift Jeſvs,oerernall-glory: I wiſh I 
had beene private\, that:I'might have becne hrard : my. 
Lord, if I might be fo much beholding to you rhat I 
might uſe a feyy words , I ſhou!d rake it for a- very: 

| A 3 great; 


x4 | 
ward (asthey fay)- 
heart : T ſpeake it in the preſence pry {rms God, 
before whom I o_ s.char there is not ſo much as a 
diſpleaſi i arifin re; I 
Sas 6 1 may 6 oy Fhad/ray ſcience 
beares me witneſle, thatin elf my ſervices finee I have 
hadthe Honout to ſerve his Majefty it any npley- 
ment , I never had any thing jn_my heart, bur 
joy it ard individuall prafpericy of le; 
if itcthave beene my hap to be. Ad, Tisthe 
common portion! of us all while wee are in this life, 
the righteous judgement. is hereafter ; here wee are 
ſubject ro racer, ax agcto ni} He Sneof an- 
other. There is one thing I defire ro cleare my ſelfe- 
.of, and I am 9 / confident » go it with 
much cleareneile, that TI hope I ſhall have Chri= 
_— REIN wa) ever 
inke the Patliarments were happi- 
eſt Conſtitutions that ye > orany Nation 
lived under, and under the ftieanes of making 
King and people happy ; {> farre have I beene from 
being againſt Parliamencs, For my.death 1 here ac- 
vitall che world, and pray God heznily to forgive 
ed th 6 Migje dr nr - nl 
ry at. Hi elty is to conceive 
not meriting © Sree tad hevrie a puni i 
te wimoſt execution of this ſentence: am very 
and infinitely regayce in this mercy of his, and ircy 
God toturne it' to him , that he may find mercy when 
as pawn IR i all the 
proſperity and happineſle in the world : I did it livi 
and nowdying it is my wiſh :1 do now profefleic from 
my 


my heart, and doe moft humbly recommend it unre 

every man here, and wiſh every man to lay his hand 

upon his heart, and conſider ſeriouſly whether the b:- 
ginning of the happineſſe of a people ſhould be writ- 
ren in Letters of bloud ; I feare you are in a wrong 
way, and I defire Almighty God that no one drop of 
my bloud may riſe upin judgement againſt you. 

(My Lord, ) Iprofeſle my felfe a true and obedient 
Son tothe Charch of England,to that Church wherein I 
was borne, and wherein I was bred ; proſperity and 
happineſſe. be evertoit : and whereas it hath been faid 
that I have enclin'd to Popery , if it be an Objection 
worth anſwering, let me ſay truely, that from-thetime 
finceI was one and twenty years of age,tillthis houre, 
now going upon nineand forty, I neyer had thought 
in my heart, to doubt of the truth of my Religion in 
England: and never any hadthe boldnefleto ſu to 
me the contrary, tothe beſt of my remembrance ; and 
fo being reconciled to the mercies of Chrift leſws my 
Saviour, into whoſe boſome I hope ſhortly to be ga- 
ther'd,to enjoy thoſe eternall happineſles ſhall ne- - 
ver have end. I defircheartily the forgiveneſle of c- 

man , both for any raſh or unadviſed word , or 
deed, and defire your Prayers : And fo my Lords fare. 
well, farewell all thethings of this world : Lox » 
ſtrengthen my faith,give me confidence and aſſurance 
in the merits of (rift Jeſus. I defire you that you 
would be filent and joyne.in Prayers with me; and I 
truſtin God that we halieltmerrend live in 
Heaven , there to receive the accompliſhment of all 
happineſſe , where every teare ſhalbe wiped from our 
> wet nr 16> ſad thought from our hearts : And fo 
0D bleſſe this Kingdome, and Feſws have mercy upon. 
wy Soule, 


FINIS. 
Gs 


